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“VISION 2020 – A BOTCHED UP REALITY” 

Ramandeep Singh 
Srinagar, J&K 

 
Civil liberties eroded, banking sector crippled, economy in limbo, healthcare in muddle, 
unemployment rate at forty-five year high, and education? The list just goes on and on. From 
flawed NRC in Assam to abrogation of article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir, from Shaheen Bagh’s 
sit-in peaceful protests to horrendous Delhi riots, we’ve seen everything in last one year. As we 
welcome FY 2020-21, a barrage of questions awaits us, but the one which stands tall among 
others is India - the country in year 2020. Do you Remember VISION -  2020, an ambitious 
project of transforming India into a developed India with a focused manifesto ? Yes. Right.  

India 2020: A vision for the New Millennium is a book written by the Indian aerospace scientist 
Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, and the Indian professor Dr. Y. S. Rajan in the year 1998.  

In this book, Dr. Kalam set some unrealistic goals for the country to attain by the year 2020. 
Arguably one of India's best Presidents, Dr. Kalam made several bold assumptions such as: "No 
Indian will be below the poverty line by 2020". He reiterated his idea in 2013, while delivering a 
speech at a school in Odisha (then Orissa). Dr Kalam identified five areas in which the country 
has core competencies, saying: “These five areas are closely interrelated and, if effectively 
addressed, they will lead to agricultural, economic, energetic, and sustainable prosperity, and 
national security”.  

The identified areas were agriculture and food processing, education and healthcare, 
infrastructure for all regions of the country, information and communication technology, and 
self-reliance in strategic sectors. 
Years later, however, now that we have finally entered the new decade, we are still battling the 
same old demons. The five identified areas, the areas of core competencies, are still cause for 
great concern. So far, the government has failed to realise the shortcomings in those areas. They 
have been beating around the bush for a long time now, and continue to do so. 
 The barmy, preposterous act of hiding the data from the people, the face palm act of the Finance 
minister to blatantly deny the economic slowdown presents a sorry picture of India 2020. The 
government's inability to keep a tab of various burning issues is a case study in itself.  

 

Unrealistic Dream 

Every year, we are gifted with quixotic goals in the name of development. The goals, in reality, 
are not the real concern, but the attributed time frame is. Critically acclaimed for its straight 
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forward account, the book tends to do away with the dyed-in-the-wool beliefs of the country. It's 
good to set some goals, but expecting a swingeing turnaround in such a short period is unrealistic. 
Take for instance, the 2019 multidimensional poverty index released by United Nations 
Development Programme. It shows that India lifted 271 million people out of poverty in a 
decade. Commendable. Another analysis done by Mint, a leading daily, suggests that about 30 
million people fell below India’s official poverty line over the past six years. Opprobrious. 

 India ranks 129th in the Human Development Index (HDI). The report suggests that India is 
home to 28% (364 million) of world’s poor. According to the Oxfam report 2019, the wealth of 
India’s richest 1% is four times the total held by 70% poorest.    

Another report titled 'Empowering Women & Girls in India for the Fourth Industrial Revolution', 
drafted by Deloitte, shows that the female labour participation has fallen from 36.7% in 2005 to 
26% in 2018. The gender-pay inequality is still irrelevant. India slipped to 112 in 2019 from 108 
in 2018 in the recently released Gender Gap Index released by World Economic Forum (WEF).  

With deeply ingrained patriarchal system and such embarrassing numbers, is government's 
modus operandi of introducing new schemes, or yojanas, the right step?          Is India really 
doing enough to improve upon the rankings?  

 

Dissecting the facts 

Agriculture and Food Processing 

The seventh Lok Sabha Standing Committee report on Agriculture states “nothing much has 
been done under the scheme as most of the proposals are yet to be fructified”.  Operation Greens, 
one of the sub schemes under Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY), focuses on 
“integrated development of Tomato, Onion and Potato”. It had a budgetary allocation of Rs 200 
crore in 2018-19. Of this amount, only 5.5 crore was utilised. The committee report further states 
that the ministry has miserably failed in the scheme’s implementation as none of the targets have 
been achieved and most of the ministry’s proposal are yet to see the light of the day.  

The Mega Food Park (MFP), another scheme under PMKSY, has been an unsuccessful 
aspirational model. Of the 42 MFPs sanctioned by the government, only 17 have become 
operational. Add to it, only 1 of 12 MFPs became operational in 2019-20. 

The suicide data of farmers, released after 3 years delay, narrates a horrifying tale of a poor 
man’s agony. Let us not even go there. 

A country where 43% population is engaged in the agriculture sector, failure of government to 
pass on the timely benefits to the people engaged, especially the farmers, poses a critical 
question; are 2022 targets viable?  
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Not to mention, the ambitious vision of doubling the farmers income by year 2022 is one of them.  

 

Education and Healthcare 

Sex isn't a taboo topic in India; sex education is. Education in general, is as relevant in the 
country as the letter 'k' in the word knowledge. And I am not talking about the ability to read, 
write and speak, but the ability to think, act rationally, be open to several aspects of life. You 
don't see an educated person ridiculing theory of evolution, or claiming the existence of Internet 
in the days of Mahabharata. The fact that a good number of people believe in Gau Mutra being 
the antidote to various diseases; from Cancer to COVID-19, speaks a volume about the rationale 
of the people. Andrew McIntryre once said, "If you think education is expensive, try ignorance". 
We took it so seriously that instead of pondering over developmental issues, we chose to stick 
with petty issues like religion, something that should be of least concern.  

According to the Economic Survey 2019-20, the country spends 3.1% of the GDP on education, 
nowhere near the 4.6% claim by the government. According to the Annual Status of Education 
Report 2019, only 37.4% of kids below six are able to recognise at least letters and only 25.6% 
can do additions. The report states that the lack of age appropriate skills in the early years is 
alarming as this can impact the entire education supply chain in India. The performance of the 
government schools barring certain states and UTs is dismal to say the least. India slipped to 59 
from 53 on a global annual list of 63 countries, according to the 2019 edition of IMD World 
Talent Ranking Report. One of the reasons for this fall is its low expenditure on education. 

The New education policy (2019) is being touted as one of the revolutionary steps in reviving the 
education structure of the country, but the policy has its own weaknesses. The Frontline in its 
article titled NEP 2019 states "The draft National Education Policy 2019 systematically evades 
the Constitution’s focus on social justice in educational institutions.  It seeks to have power 
concentrated in an overpowering authority in order to keep the deception of having generated a 
level playing field within a fundamentally unequal, unjust and discriminatory social system". 

The new Annual Employability Survey 2019 report suggests that 80% of Indian engineers are 
not fit for jobs. Another report suggests that employability among commerce graduates is about 
30%. The Indian government in 2017, launched a scheme named Institution of Eminence (IOE),  
which aims at making India a hub of excellent World class institutions. 11 Indian Universities 
have featured in the Times Higher Education Ranking, released last month in London. Success 
story? 

No Indian institution is a part of top 100 best universities in the QS World University Ranking 
2019. Is anybody listening?  

 



www.theuniversejournal.com                             The UNIverse Journal                                                            28  
                               (A Quarterly Refereed Open Access e-Journal of Literature and Language in English) 
 

Issue 2.1       March 2020 

The healthcare is in mess too. The 5th largest economy in the world spends an abysmal 1.6% of 
the GDP on the health sector for a population of 1.3 billion. The health sector expenditure has 
grown from 1.2% in 2014 to 1.6% in 2019, according to the Economic Survey 2019-20.  US 
spends more than 17%, UK around 10%, Germany around 11%. India’s neighbouring countries 
like Nepal and Sri Lanka Spend more on education as compared to India. The doctors to 
population ratio is 1:1800, which is significantly low when compared to the recommended ratio 
of 1:1000 set by WHO.   

The government claims to have significantly reduced the child mortality rate. Our under - 5 
mortality rate in 2018 was same as the global average. Great. Our neighbours, Bangladesh and 
Nepal, however, were doing better than us. But we don't care until it's Pakistan.                                            
According to one report, half of Under-5 deaths in 2018 occured in five countries. India and 
Nigera alone accounted for about a third.  

Ayushman Bharat is a giant step in reforming the healthcare sector, but with such a meagre 
spending, is government doing enough?  

 

Infrastructure for all 

The government in 2015 launched the Smart Cities project in June 2015 setting a target of 100 
smart cities by 2023. According the data presented by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
in November 2019, only 25% projects have been completed. The remaining 75% seems to be a 
distant idea. On the other hand, the findings of the Economic times in September suggests that 
only 10% of the projects have been completed.  The disparity in the data is itself a matter of 
concern. 

The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana(PMAY), another ambitious project of providing ‘housing to 
all’ is lingering the middle of nowhere. One of the reports by India Today TV shows that the 
project is going to miss its target and hit a roadblock due to paucity of funds. The data accessed 
by the team reveals that the claims of 1.57 lakh beneficiaries were pending. 

The Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana (Saubhagya) and Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 
Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY) Projects were aimed at cent percent electrification of India. The 
government missed its deadline, tweaked figures and somehow managed to achieve the target. 
But the larger question that still looms over is the last-mile supply. The state-owned electricity 
distribution companies (Discoms) are debt -ridden and in vulnerable financial condition. The 
Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojana (UDAY) aimed at improving the financial health and 
operational efficiency of the financially distressed power distribution companies. The scheme 
failed big time as it couldn’t meet its targets. At the end of the October 2019, the Discoms owe a 
whopping sum of Rupees 74,848 crore for the power bought. 
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If these were not enough, run through the Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services (IL & FS) 
crisis that put India in an alarming situation.  

Is rolling out 2.0 version of the schemes, the only way out? Is government running out of ideas?  

 

Information and Communication Technology 

 

Seconded European Standardisation Expert in India (SESEI) in their research noted that the IT 
sector of India has been one of the key driving forces fuelling its economic growth, contributing 
more than 7% to its GDP. It also employs more than 3 million people in India. India accounts for 
approximately 55% market share of US global services sourcing business in 2017-18. 

The grass may be greener on the IT side, it ain't the case with communication side. The telecom 
sector is on the verge of collapse. The cumulative amount of Rupees 1.47 lakh crore as AGR 
dues to be paid by telcos have literally broken the back of telecom industry. Vodafone might be 
on their way out of India, if no major step is taken by the government. This, if happens, will have 
a catastrophic effect on the other sectors especially banking. The domino effect, thus produced, 
will prove fatal for the already crippled economy. 

Still wondering, if we are a superpower country? 

 

Self – reliance in strategic sectors 

 

The index of Industrial Production (IIP), for the first time last 7 years recorded negative growth. 
The power sector, like many other sectors, is facing numerous issues. The government has set a 
target of installing 175 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2022. To achieve the target, the 
government has to add an average capacity addition at 33 GW Per year. At present, it is just 24 
GW.  The high energy deficit, decline in capacity utilisation of thermal power plants, uneven 
distribution of renewable energy, high cost of power, high NPAs, inter – state disputes, have put 
the power sector in disarray. 

The Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC) crisis is also well-known. NBFCs are facing 
liquidity crunch. They are finding it difficult to raise funds and they don’t have money to lend. 
According to Moody's, the asset-liability mismatch coupled with IL & FS crisis has put NBFCs, 
especially the smaller ones in bad state. This, in turn, poses more bad loan risks for banks.  

Another strategic sector, the aviation industry is struggling big time.  
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The collapse of Jet Airways hit the sector hard. An year later, Air India finds itself in deep waters 
as it might be the next airlines to shut down their operations if they don’t find a buyer anytime 
soon. Air India has a total debt of Rupees 58,283 crore, out of which, Rupees 23,286 crore will 
the debt burden on the buyer. The folding up of Jet Airways, Air Odisha is one of the major 
reasons as to why Ude Desh Ka Har Naagrik (UDAN) scheme has failed to deliver. As of 
December 2019, only 33% of UDAN routes were operational. Amidst all this, The Finance 
Minister, in budget 2020, said that 100 new airports will be opened by 2025 under Ude Desh Ka 
Har Naagrik (UDAN) scheme. Aspirational? Yes. Viable? Next question please. 

At the time, when Aviation Ministry should be focused on clearing the backlogs and making the 
industry a level – playing field, all they are doing is releasing statements on what can happen if 
you heckle someone on flight. 

  

The convoluted Reality 

The recipe made 20 years ago is still being served, but in different style. The unrealistic vision 
statements keep on coming and people keep falling for them. The country is no super power, it’s 
not even on the verge of being a super power as claimed by some MPs. The dismal show in 
various indices, tossing away of fundamental rights in J&K, hate speeches by the ministers, 
bizarre statements on economy, misplaced priorities, communal disharmony, the compromised 
independence of various institutions, the over the top boot licking by media, are some of the 
major allegations that the government is hit with, every now and then. It remains to be seen how 
the government tackles all this and whether the area of core competencies, which are faring so 
bad at the moment, are revived with setting of some realistic goals and integrated action plan or 
not. And when the country is battling the global pandemic COVID-19, it becomes even more 
important to not lose sight of various burning issues. This is a tough time for every Indian and 
this is something Dr Kalam wouldn’t have imagined in his wildest dreams that come 2020, the 
vision would have turned into a convoluted reality.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


