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24/10/2019 

I was in middle of a big operation in Uttar Pradesh. We were sitting in a hall, and the head of 
the operation Mr. Ghosh were briefing the procedure to follow during operation.  

Suddenly, I got a call from unknown number. The number called me three times within 
five minutes. I was thinking that he may be a known person calling for some urgent 
information. 

After the meeting, I called him back. Guess what was happened? 

It’s my luck again knocked my door. It was a middle man named ‘Modu dada’ from 
Chhattisgarh-Odisha border. Almost two years ago I was dealing with him for a large 
consignment of leopard skin. Too many times he fooled the forest department and escaped 
from the crime scene.  
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On call, he told me that he has an item to sale. If I am interested, then he’ll start the deal. 
Because I was in middle of an operation, I told him, I am interested but, now I am outside for 
some work, I’ll call you tomorrow. 

                           25/10/2019 

Yesterday’s operation was amazing, stored as one of the wonderful day in my precious 
enforcement operation memories.  

Today I called Modu dada and asked him about the item, he is willing to sale. He told 
me, it is a huge Tiger Skin, tiger were shot dead by gun shot in head. The poacher wants to sale 
it as soon as possible. When I asked him about the price he told, the poacher’s rate is 25 lakhs. 
I told him that I’ll talk to buyer and let him know by tomorrow. 

Imagine how the human race become nowadays, they killed a national animal, a top predator 
for some money. I know it is not a less amount but they are unaware of destruction caused by 
their greed. 

                                   26/10/2019 

After discussing this matter with my Chief James, I called Modu again in evening. 

I told him that Seth is ready to buy the skin but before fixing the price he want to see the skin. 
He told, Ok. I’ll send the video of the skin tomorrow. 

Meanwhile, I was also dealing with a trader from Jharkhand, who runs his illegal 
business online. I fixed the deal with him after the Diwali festival. 

                                           27/10/2019 

Modu dada sent me a video over WhatsApp. I can clearly see a big tiger skin in the video. It 
looks that they killed it recently and performed a fine skinning art. 

Now it is confirmed that he has a real tiger skin for sale. I discussed this matter and sent the 
video to Vijay from state forest department.  

I called Modu dada and told him that Seth is ready to buy the skin in expected price. I told him 
to fix the deal from poacher’s side and let me know. 

                                            28/10/2019 

Received a bad news from Modu dada. I really feel sad when this things happened. A few 
words from middle man sides and my whole excitement, planning and the energetic mood goes 
downnnnn! 
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Modu dada called me this morning and said that the poacher is not ready to sale the 
skin. He kept it for some other purpose, I really don’t know what happened to them. I got angry 
on him and replied, what is this dada. Firstly you told it is for sale, and now after fixing the 
deal, you are telling this. I requested him to check once again with poacher. He told, he’ll call 
me tomorrow and cut the call.  

Right now my mind is doomed, abusing Modu dada and blaming my fortune. 

                                  29/10/2019 

It was a bit confusing day for me. Modu dada called me in the morning and said, he has some 
other item to sale. He said the name in local language, I did not get him at that time. But hoping 
that it will be some wildlife item, I told him ok. 

I told him to send me the video of that item first, then will start dealing the price and all. Modu 
replied ok, I’ll told them to make a video with current date and send it to you.  

I am still confused that what it could be… I heard the call recording again, he was 
naming the item ‘Khapri’, and said it is very rare, some electric current runs through animal 
bullshit.  

With lots of thinking. Waiting for the video of the item. 

                                 30/10/2019 

In this Modu dada deal, I almost forgot about another operation. Before Diwali, I told the dealer 
that I’ll fix the deal next week. I called him and fixed a date on 6th November.  

Getting irritated of this waiting waiting game. Still waiting for the video. I tried calling 
Modu dada but his number was unreachable. 

                                 31/10/2019 

I received two-three video over WhatsApp from Modu dada’s contact number. He called me 
right after sending videos. He told that he sent video of Khapri, but they have live one also. 
And the price is one lakh rupees per Kg. I replied and said, I’ll see the video and call you back. 

I was shocked, I really cannot believe what I saw. It was pangolin scales. I never 
imagined that I’ll get such lead from that region, because I never heard about the pangolin trade 
in that area.  

In the video I saw traders measuring scales. The current date and time were mentioned with 
displaying a ten rupees note. The note could be a code for the deal.  
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I called Modu dada back in the evening, and told him to send video of the live one, 
which he has. He replied, I’ll call you tomorrow. 

                                 01/11/2019 

Modu dada sent a video early morning from a different number. I can clearly see the live 
pangolin in the video. Two people were weighing its weight, it was 13.8Kg.  

Can you imagine how I felt?  

It’s very hard to spot a pangolin in a forest. It is a very rare animal. But these guys playing with 
pangolin like a ball.  

I called Modu dada and asked him about the price again. I told him that Seth is ready 
to buy it. He replied and said, price is fixed one lakh rupees per Kg. In conservation, he 
mentioned that, he already sell many live pangolins to a buyer from Kolkata. I was shocked, 
when I heard that some guy from Thailand also came with Kolkata’s buyer.  

                                  02/11/2019 

Today I didn’t got call from Modu dada. I was dealing with that online dealer. He told me to 
come his city for deal, which is around 770km far from my current location. As we fixed the 
deal on 6th, I told him that I’ll definitely come.    

My mind is still stuck in pangolin operation…thinking that this time we’ll caught Modu 
dada red handed, and rescue the rare creature of Earth.  

                                 03/11/2019 

What a tensed day it was. I tried Modu Dada’s number but he didn’t respond. And on other 
hand the Jharkhand trader was doubting on me.  

Now I have to think very hard and focus on both leads. Both are important case for me, I can’t 
let them go easily. 

                                  04/11/2019 

Yeah…  The actual game begins from today. I received call from Modu dada. He said, he has 
three live pangolin and asked me, when I can come to pick it up. I replied, I’ll talk to Seth and 
let you know about the dealing date. Then he told me the location of deal, I checked it on google 
and then I saw, the location is in Odisha-Chhattisgarh bordering area. I told him that Seth is 
from Maharashtra, he’ll come to Chhattisgarh only, not Odisha. I also told him that I don’t 
know much about the routes, then he started telling me different routes and locations. I really 
pissed off that time.  
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Lastly, I told him that I’ll discuss with Seth and let him know, and then cut the call. 

I have the deal location, I already contacted Vijay and discussed the case. Now I have 
to prepare plans of operation in my mind. 

  

                                 05/11/2019 
Today during the travel for tomorrow’s Jharkhand operation, I was keep thinking about the 
pangolin case. I made a plan in my head. 

I have to be focused for tomorrow’s operation, it fixed in the late evening. Also I have to do 
something to gain Modu dada’s trust for the deal. I am thinking to send him a voice recording 
between me and Seth (Vijay) discussing about the price and all. 

                                  06/11/2019  

A successful day it was, we arrested the online trader of Jharkhand with wildlife articles. It 
was an easy go operation.  

I smartly made a script and recorded the conversation with Vijay, and send it to Modu 
dada. I called him and fixed the date on 8th November’s morning.  

I can’t write too much today, because I am travelling to Chhattisgarh, the ancient land of 36 
forts. I have discussed the plan with my boss James and Vijay. I’ll meet the Vijay’s team 
tomorrow and plan it accordingly. 

                                            07/11/2019  

Reached Chhattisgarh early morning. Met the team at rest house. The first thing I did, I called 
Modu dada and told him that I’ll reach tomorrow at time.  

I discussed the plan with the team. Only two of us will go as decoy team and rest of the 
team will follow us with local backup team. I as Seth’s man and Vijay as my driver will go in 
a car. The plan is simple, will wait Modu dada to bring the live pangolins and when it’s 
confirmed, I’ll send the single to backup team.  

But, I can’t say it will be this much easy, many twist could come during operation.     

(03:40pm) Received two more live pangolin videos from Modu dada. And he called 
me, just after sending the video. He told, he collected six live pangolins of different weight and 
now the total weight became 81Kg and guess the demanded price?   

1.2 Crore… Holly f*** I only saw this much amount in movies. I can’t imagine there state of 
mind. 
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I replied softly to Modu and said, it’s great. I’ll reach at the location in time with cash money.  

I can definitely say that, they’ll tell us to show some money. So, I told Vijay to arrange some 
cash money and a briefcase filled with fake currency.  

I haven’t slept properly from last two-three nights because of the thoughts coming in 
my mind and planning of operation. And I know today also it goes like that only.  

Now I can only pray to god for tomorrow’s operation. Finger crossed. 

                                                08/11/2019 

(06:30am) – Day of operation: The final game begins  

We leaved at early morning for target location. It is around five hours car journey. I 
called Modu dada and informed him that I’ll reach there around 11am. In reply again he gave 
me a shock. He told me to come his home first and then we’ll go together for the deal location. 
His house is in Odisha, around 25km far from CH-OD border.  

Now I have to change the plan a bit. As we not informed Odisha state enforcement agency, 
they cannot provide us backup team there. And with Chhattisgarh enforcement agency, I cannot 
do the seizure in Odisha state. It will create the jurisdictional issues. 

(09:00am) – On the way to dealing location 

We reached halfway. We split in two from here itself. I and Vijay moved forward in a 
car and rest of the team following us in a vehicle. I changed the plan, now will first take Modu 
dada in our custody inside the Odisha state and take him to Chhattisgarh, as he is our first 
priority. Then will try to get all live pangolins. 

 (10:40am) – A relief call   

We were on the way and about to enter the location district, received a call from Modu 
dada. He said, he is coming towards border as its getting late. I replied ok, that will be better 
for us. 

(11:20am) – Engaging with local FD and PD backup team 

We stopped at the rest house of the district were the local FD team was waiting for us 
to come. Vijay briefed the case to them. We made a WhatsApp group and shared our locations, 
so that we can see each other and maintain the distance between our car and backup team 
vehicles. 

We also request police team to give backup support and follow us on bikes.  
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Now the actual game is started. My heart was beating so fast and I was getting anxious. 
We don’t know exactly where they kept the live pangolin. We don’t know how many will be 
there. We don’t know what’s there plan. All we can do is to keep calm and focus on the goal, 
the rescue of rare wildlife.  

 

(11:45am) – Moving towards the given location 

I and Vijay only two person going as a decoy customer. We just crossed Chhattisgarh 
border, Modu dada told us to come around 15km inside Odisha. It is a forest area. We are 
facing network issues, sometimes live locations on WhatsApp does not showing our exact 
location. 

Got call from Modu dada, he is waiting in a village, nearby a restaurant on main road. He told 
he has a white desire car. As I saw him on his WhatsApp profile, I’ll defiantly recognize him.    

(12:18pm) – Met the devil 

I spotted him, waiting impatiently, standing on road. I told Vijay to turn the car back 
and park it just opposite to Modu dada’s car. I informed backup team that we got the devil. I 
told them to wait nearby the border.  

Modu dada, an old man around 55-60 yrs. Old. He was a Bengali guy, that’s why he’s famous 
as Dada. I met him, and said dada Sab Bhalo (All well), he replied, all well all well. And asked 
me to come inside the restaurant. There was another guy with him, Modu dada calling him as 
a master ji. He supposed to be a school teacher.  

We set inside the restaurant, Vijay was waiting outside in car. I started the conversation 
and told them that its already too late, we have to go back before evening. I asked him, Where 
is the item?  

He told I’ll go to collected it. It is kept in nearby village. I saw drink in restaurant, I told the 
worker to give us two bottles of whisky. I knew they’ll take their time to bring the pangolins.  

After few minutes, I saw that too many persons were standing outside the restaurant nearby the 
car, and talking to each other loudly.  

I got little bit scared and a thought came in my mind that they think I have lots of money in my 
car, and they were planning to kill us to take it. My heartbeat were really beating so fast. I saw 
Vijay, he was also looking a bit scared. The backup team is almost 15km away from us. And 
if they attack on us, we’ll be done here for forever. 

I take a deep breath and tried to calm myself. And then I told masterji to go outside and 
handle the crowd. I asked Modu dada that why so many people came here, it can caught 
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unnecessary attention. He said, they all are middle man like him. They exactly know where the 
item is, and they’ll bring pangolin here. 

Right that moment, I told him to move out from that place and move towards Chhattisgarh 
border. He agreed. Modu dada was set with me in my car and we following his car driven by 
masterji.  

(01:10am) – As I thought  

We again stopped on our way to Chhattisgarh border. Masterji came with a man, he 
told me that dealers are requesting for some advance money. They are telling that before seeing 
the money, they’ll not bring the pangolin.  

It exactly happened as I thought. I showed a bundle of money and briefcase. And told him to 
not take tension about the money, its already late, please bring the pangolin quickly, so I can 
go back.  

The dealer replied ok. I saw dealer’s face expression during that time, a face full of happiness. 
It was a pleasure of money, a greed of money. 

(01:40am) – Finally inside the Chhattisgarh state  

We crossed the Odisha-Chhattisgarh border and came around 5km inside Chhattisgarh 
state. Modu dada is with me, and masterji was gone with dealer to collect the pangolin. We 
have to wait for him.  

I started conversation to get more about this old Bengali guy. And also made a peg of whisky 
for him. He started telling about his background, house, family and his encounter with naxal. I 
was shocked and got a bit scared at that time when he said, earlier he had connections with 
naxal. 

We were still waiting for masterji. It’s been an hour we were waiting for him. I told 
Modu dada to call him. He called his number but it was unreachable. I got angry on him and 
said, don’t try to make me fool. If you don’t have the animal then let us go, we are not came 
here to waste our time. He replied and said that dealer kept it in a village which is located inside 
forest in Odisha state. It will take some time to bring it here because they have to come by 
forest road which is not good as main road. 

(02:50am) – A long wait   

Still waiting patiently. After finishing the 4-5 peg of whisky. I asked him about the tiger 
skin which he was willing to deal in the start. He told that some lady has information about it, 
and mentioned that he knows her very well. She sent that tiger skin video to him and asked him 
to find buyer.  
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I told him to call her right now and asked about it. Is it available or not. He called someone, 
and started talking in Odia language. I was totally blank at the time and trying to understand 
their conversation. 

After 10-15 minutes call, he cut the call and told me to give a cigarette. When I asked 
him what happened, he said, they are not willing to sale it. Nothing else, and again he was 
started talking about his bullshit life tragedies. 

(03:45pm) – The ungrateful news 

Finally masterji came. But without the pangolin. Now I was really pissed off and angry. 
I was frustrated to listing his bullshit and waiting. Masterji came to us and told that dealers are 
not ready to give pangolin without money. They are asking for money.  

I shouted on Modu dada, and said what the hell is this, we are going back, and I spend enough 
time here. Modu dada shouted on masterji and told him to bring at least one live pangolin. 
Masterji said ok ok. And again disappeared.   

Backup team were also got frustrate. Many thoughts were coming in my mind like they 
even don’t have a single pangolin or they are waiting for getting dark in evening. So they can 
take benefit of darkness.  

I almost made my mind to arrest Modu dada. But I convinced myself to not to do. I have to 
arrest him red handed.  

(04:30am) – Lots and lots of Doubt  

We were roaming nearby the border, waiting for masterji to come with pangolin. I hope this 
time he’ll come with one. At least we could save one life. 

I noticed that two person on bike spotting us. They are crossing us again and again. 
Firstly I thought they were from police backup team, but when I asked Vijay to confirm it from 
our backup team. We got to know that they are not from our side. They could be dealers, testing 
us and observing the situation.  

Backup team vehicle was nearby at that time, I told them to be close because, we were not 
aware when masterji will come with pangolin. I thought dealers spotted the backup team 
vehicle.  

Shit… 

If it happened. All our efforts will waste and will lost this lead for forever. And more 
than that will failed to save a rare wild animal.  
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My head were just gone to blown up. I keep asking Modu to call masterji. Every time, he replies 
and said, little more time little more time.  

It’s been around 5 hours we were waiting to successfully execute this operation. But, as I said 
in previous case story; Patience is a virtue, and essential for people like me working in crime 
control. Yes, I need to stay cool, and keep my fingers crossed! 

(05:20pm) – Action mode activated 

After a long wait, finally masterji came and told us to follow his car. After following 
him 10 minutes, we reached at a location, he off-road his car and taken a farmland route. I alert 
the backup team and told them to be close.  

As we reached, I saw two men standing with a bag and weighing machine. I told them 
to do it quickly. As they opened the bag, I saw a live pangolin. I sent the single to backup team. 
They came there smashing the road and…We were back in our actual role. 

I caught Modu dada, because he was the priority for us. Vijay caught masterji. And the backup 
team caught a guy, but one guy managed to escape through corn farmland.      

We saw that some people were spotting us from distance, they were not from our side. I directed 
to police backup team to catch them. 

(05:30pm) – Operation successfully executed 

We arrested nine people from the crime scene and confiscated a live pangolin. Three 
men were arrested with pangolin and others were arrested from nearby suspected to be involved 
in this crime. 

Finally after waiting five-six hours and frustration, the enforcement operation were 
successfully executed by the joint operation of state forest department and police department.  

The middle man and other dealers were hoping to get crores by trading an innocent life. 
The pangolin became victim of this bloody easy money game. Because he was unaware of 
brutality of human greed and his defenceless defence mechanism.    

The earth evolved him as a creature, who can use his hard skin/scales to use it as a 
shield to protect him from other wild animal. But unfortunately it cannot protect him from 
human being. 

In China, they made traditional medicines from pangolin scales, they eat pangolin meat, telling 
it has some sort of medicinal value. The huge demand of pangolin in the country like China, 
and the only defence mechanism of pangolin his hard scales, makes him highly traded wild 
animal on earth. The illegal trade of pangolin is happening all over the country, where pangolin 
shares the habitat. 
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I was only able saved a pangolin by assisting in this case. But, we need to come together 
and fight for this innocent creature of earth, to stop the illegal trade of pangolins, and to protect 
our natural habitat from destruction. 

(09:30pm) – Dhan Varsha 

After all of this scene, I almost forgot about the tiger skin. During the interrogation with 
Modu dada, a new totally new superstition belief came in front of us. When I checked his 
contact details, there was a number saved as ‘Bade Chadar wale’ and then, I asked him about 
the tiger skin. He said, it is in core area of forest, the skin is still with the poacher, but they 
don’t want to sell it. Perhaps they are finding some Guruji to perform “the ritual of Dhan 
Varsha”… 


