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Father Of the ̶N̶a ̶t̶i ̶o ̶n! 

Nazish Wani.  

Jammu, India. 

“And they wouldn’t believe me precisely because they would know that what I have said was 
true”  

~James Baldwin~  

The world’s largest democracy, the fastest growing economy, the seventh largest economy with 
the most promising demographic dividend, the magnificently diverse but coalesced nation and 
several others of these promising phrases have emerged over the past years to glorify India 
nationally as well as internationally. The world today is so fascinated by India’s unparalleled 
growth that a majority of the most developed nations now have been supporting its claims to 
the permanent membership of the UN Security Council. India has successfully reduced 
poverty, hunger, gender discrimination and unemployment claims the official data and all these 
milestones achieved by India for some reasons has been accredited to one man, India's specious 
success is presented to us as a result of the sedulous struggles of our assiduous headman_ the 
Prime Minister of India Mr Narendra Modi. Our mainstream media, the prime time shows in a 
jargon of their own have been conveying all this to us as if before the headman India was not 
even on the map and its him, his highness and his austerity of days and nights that has carved 
this nation, “integrated” it as  

they say. The vox populi presently is that he is not a common man but a reincarnation of “Lord 
Vishnu” who has stepped down from skies to rid us of our ordeals and has metamorphosed the 
face of India. Such widely acclaimed are his sacrifices for India that he was eventually hailed 
as The Father of the Nation by the United States’ former president Mr. Donald Trump. And as 
the word came out reactions to this started unfurling, some carolling the declaration while some 
raising serious concerns over this exaggerated manipulation of reality. The statement led to a 
huge controversy_ but was this really worthy of a controversy? Wasn’t Trump right? Isn’t 
Narendra Modi really the Father of This Nation?  

As the world celebrates the pre- eminence and prodigiousness of our Prime Minister, not even 
the thickest and darkest cloth of these plaudits can contain in itself the fire that has been raging 
in India for the past decade now. A fire that has a pyromaniac putting fuel to it every time its 
flames begin to calm. For more than 90 years India blubbed, burned, bleed, but fought and laid 
down the foundations of a “Socialist Sovereign Democratic Republic” nation where people 
finally settling their long drawn conflict with identities, generated a sense of belonging and 
proudly avowed themselves_ Hindustani. And it took the Narendra Modi's government few 
years to make that sense of belonging shudder and fall to pieces, it took few years of continuous 
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hammering to waggle the fundamentals of the foundations and vandalize the structure brick by 
brick, inch by inch.  

What malversation and canonical ways of ruling can do to a society, was transpired to us in 
2002, when an entire state was burnt to ashes, millions forced out of their homes, women raped, 
men butchered and all this happening in a state ruled by law, where civilized men sit in civilized 
offices to maintain the civility. The state of Gujarat then headed by Narendra Modi in the 
capacity of the Chief Minister, in 2002 witnessed one of the most horrific crimes against 
humanity when communal riots broke out in broad daylight in cities and there was open 
bloodshed on streets. The riots continued for days killing 1,044 people, rendering nearly 48,000 
homeless and leaving the unfortunate survivors as deplorable witnesses of the brutality and 
barbarism of the day. There is a plethora of ghastly incidences that happened over a span of 
that time, gruesome murders like that of Ehsan Jafri, a member of Lok Sabha who was cut to 
pieces and set ablaze in his own house along with thousands and thousands of people taking 
shelter there and all of this happening while the police and the state was watching as mere 
spectators. The administration was blamed for its sheer inactivity or lack of interest in 
neutralizing the violence. Several people in prominent positions raised their concerns and 
pointed finger at the  

administration, suggesting government’s support to the rioters. One of the most intrepid and 
valiant among those voices was that of a former IPS officer Sanjiv Bhatt. Sanjiv Bhatt was a 
senior police officer in the Gujarat intelligent Bureau and this position allowed him to come 
across large amount of information and intelligence both before and during the violence, a 
detailed account of which he penned down in his affidavit that he submitted to the Supreme 
Court of India in 2011. The officer was immediately suspended and in 2014 when Narendra 
Modi rose to power in the Centre, the officer was dismissed from the services and not only this 
he was arrested, put behind the bars and apparently has been sentenced to life imprisonment, 
all this in a 30 years old case of custodial death. The man was arrested in Sept 2018 and 
sentenced to life imprisonment in June 2019, what is astounding about this is that it took just 
nine months of time for a 30 years old case to complete investigation, trail and finally the 
judgement to come out, whilst the stories of cases for more heinous crimes pending in our 
courts are ubiquitous. As a matter of fact, there are 4442 cases pending in courts against MPs 
and MLAs and some of them dates back to 1983(as per the report of senior advocate Vijay 
Hansari). According to a  

report of Association of Democratic Reforms, the ruling party has 116 MPs of its winning 
candidates with criminal cases, about 30% of which face very serious charges like rapes, 
murder and kidnapping. The situation has deteriorated to an extent where on one hand the Chief 
Minister of the BJP ruled state of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi Adityanath has been ordering the 
withdrawal of criminal cases against himself and on the other hand Bhatt’s family has been 
continuously alleging that they are being denied of even a just and fair trial, their witnesses are 
not presented in the court, they are denied access to any of the official record papers that they 
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need to prove Bhatt's innocence. What’s going in the country right now seems to be the essence 
of Isaiah Berlin’s saying, “Freedom for the wolves has often meant death to the sheep.”  

The 2002 tumult perhaps wasn’t blaring enough to stop us from being partakers in the 
formation of a nation which was going to turn hostile to its own citizens, discriminating, 
dehumanizing and demeaning them in their own motherland. The Gujarat pogrom wasn’t 
alarming enough for us to see that to whom we are handing our nation to__ so we wanted more 
and So It Did Happen. The analysis of the home ministry data  

shows that communal violence rose by 28% from 2014 to 2017. In 2015 the Huffington Post 
ranks India fourth after Syria, Nigeria and Iraq_ for the highest social hostilities involving 
religion. In 2019 alone , 25 incidents of communal violence and 108 incidents of mob lynching 
were recorded as per the report of Centre for Study of Society and Secularism. India has been 
placed with Russia, Turkey and Saudi Arabia categorized as the “Difficult Four” by UK based 
Royal Institute of International Affairs citing that these are the countries where citizens don’t 
have the capacity to fight for their rights. The religious intolerance and the flagrant suppression 
of dissension is reaching new heights but none of this could stop our PM from blatantly lying 
to the international audience over and over and over again. “Everything is fine in India” a 
statement made by him in the “Howdy Modi” event in Houston, stands as a testament of the 
glitzy fictitious picture of India he portrays before the world. The statement was made in Eight 
regional languages_ a monstrous lie repeated eight times as if the little morality left in his own 
consciousness was aware that just one time won’t be enough to hide the religious fanaticism, 
moral degeneration, unscrupulousness and an unprecedented economic  

setback that India is battling with. Outside this fabrication the reality is that our GDP growth 
has been declining since 2017-2018, the private consumption and investment collapsing 
plummeting the growth rates. And whilst our economy was already muddling and struggling, 
the Nation had to face one of the biggest challenges in the human history the outbreak of 
COVID-19, a pandemic that not only pulled the country down into one of its worst economic 
crisis but also unmasked the callousness and incompetence of the ruling regime. The pandemic 
that wreaked havoc on the world’s most powerful Nations, collapsing their robust healthcare 
system, resulting governments to resign, was given absolutely no attention by our government 
untill it reached our doorsteps. With the golden dream of a 5 trillion economy abandoned and 
aspirations of “Ache Din” lapsed the central government skimmed it off their shoulders calling 
India’s worst economic crisis as “an act of God.” Now as complacency runs in India's blood 
for once the severity of the economic crisis was caused by the pandemic can be accepted, but 
to settle with a forsaken and splintered healthcare system would be a crime _ a grotesque, 
gruesome crime. When the virus reached India for the first time in 2020 we were unprepared 
and when it came  

back stronger the second time, instead of being prudent and ultra-cautious we were unprepared 
and we still are unprepared. The first wave of virus receded to some extent in October 2020 
and the rise in cases from the second wave became exponential somewhere around February 
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2021 , which means the government had three months to guard the Nation against the deadlier 
second wave but it did nothing, absolutely nothing. The hospitals are overwhelmed, 
crematoriums, graveyards overwhelmed, people abandoned to fight and die on their own, 
absolutely clueless of what’s going on or what’s coming next are struggling to keep their loved 
ones safe. People are losing their families but don’t have the money to cremate them in dignity, 
there are bodies floating in Ganga, hundreds of thousands of deserted and unnamed graves 
along the banks of rivers and a plethora of ghastly stories spiralling from across the country. 
With all this going on, with people dying and crying in almost every state, town and village the 
Government responded to this wretchedness by showering upon us the Central Vista 
Redevelopment Project with a cost of whopping 20,000 crores. When India was reporting more 
than three lakh cases per day, small businesses were shut, schools and college closed down and 
daily wagers  

pushed to helplessness and hunger, designating it as an “Essential Service” the construction 
work at the Central Vista was in full swing and is still going on and doesn’t seem to stop before 
the completion of the project. But more unfortunate is the fact that there aren’t voices loud 
enough to tell this solipsistic government that demolishing buildings and constructing new ones 
polluting and poisoning cities is not essential, holding mass political rallies and contesting 
assembly elections in different states amidst a pandemic is not essential, blaming the previous 
governments for the lack of health infrastructure is not essential, distributing vaccines and 
putting on stake the health of its own citizen is not essential _ awareness is essential, hospitals 
and health equipment are essential and moreover stringent measures to curb the havocs of an 
inevitable third wave are essential. But unchecked power in the hands of a garrulous dictator 
has led to the formation of this fatal combination of complacency, callousness and 
incompetency that has made India the worst hit Nation by the Pandemic in the world. However 
from the beginning of the pandemic this Government has been outrightly denying this and 
faking numbers to support their fake claims. The experts believe that the official  

data is nowhere close to the ground reality. The chairman of the India’s Genome Sequencing 
Consortium, Virologist Shahid Jameel, resigning from his post severely criticised the lack of 
data in the government’s decision making policy. In his article, published in The New York 
Times, Shahid Jameel mentioned that the scientists in India are facing “stubborn resistance to 
evidence based policy making.” The scientists in India are repeatedly demanding access to 
authentic numbers to aid them to better understand and curb the virus but, “decision making 
based on data is yet another casualty.” The truth is burning in the crematoriums, being buried 
in the graveyards and what’s reaching out to people are lies, clothed in the garb of nationalism 
and there is absolutely no way for the truth to survive. Media, the fourth pillar of democracy 
has hollowed out and what’s left is just noises _ blaring frivolous noises. Journalism at large 
in India for the past few years now has turned into a lousy joke and the small amount of people 
who are actually doing their job right and trying to bring out the truth there are “sedition 
charges”, “anti national tags” and “go to some other country” slogans ready to be hurled. As 
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the senior journalists Raj Kamal Jha remarked, it’s not that good journalism is dying, it’s 
getting bigger and better its  

just bad journalism makes a lot more noise than it used to few years ago. From North to South, 
East to West Indian journalists are facing legal action for reporting the pandemic. Even before 
the pandemic, the cases of violence against journalism, suppression of free press and repeated 
acts of hiding the truth were prevalent and prominent. The studies done by various journalists 
suggest that more than 50 journalists have been arrested, booked or had police complaints 
registered against them or been physically assaulted. Reporters without Borders, the not-for-
profit body that publishes the World Freedom of Press Index has ranked India 142 out of 180 
countries, classified it “bad” for journalism and termed it as one of the most dangerous 
countries for journalists trying to do their jobs properly. The report has straight away blamed 
the environment of intimidation created by the ruling regime’s supporters for any critical 
journalist and is marked “anti-national.” But the “no to criticism “ policy of this Government 
escalated to new heights during the pandemic when it shunned down not only the domestic 
media but also found out ways to curb any possible criticism from the international media. The 
international media that highlighted the grim realities of India during the pandemic was 
ostracized, labelling it as a  

part of an “international conspiracy” to defame India . When the entire world knows who is to 
blame for the current situation of India, the people of India are being directed to believe that 
catechism and questioning is anti-national and staying still and silent is standing in solidarity 
with the Nation. Evoking the nationalism and patriotism of the citizens seems to be the 
benchmark and the sole solution of every single problem, for this Government. The Farmers 
protesting call them pro khalistani, North east protesting call them Maoists, Kashmir protesting 
call them Pakistani and repress every little voice of dissent coming from any corner of the 
Nation is the mantra of this regime. India is losing the battle of keeping dissent vital and 
vigorous and the India of these days is no longer a democracy, it’s a “Flawed Democracy.” 
With Modi Government’s demented obsession with “oneness” we have lost the India that was 
proud of its multiplicity and we are breathing in an air of communal hatred and corny 
capitalism. From 2014 the formation of a new India started with the foundations of absolute 
intolerance, where a word in opposition to the government would cost you your life. The hymns 
about celebrations of diversity in cultures, religions and traditions have been ruthlessly replaced 
by  

the conception of an “Akhand Hindu Rashtra.” So Donald Trump calling Narendra Modi the 
Father of an India where bigotry and blind bias reign is unquestionably correct. Leading India 
into an abyss with perishing democracy and dwindling freedom Narendra Modi verily is the 
Father of the India we are living in today.  

The question is that who asked for this India, who wanted this strange animosity, this gratuitous 
need of owning your religion as embellishments, weighing human value based on their religion, 
caste and everything but the fact that they are humans, who asked for this New India _ no one. 



ISSUE 3.2 The UNIverse Journal: ISSN 2582-6352 June 2021 

                             An International Quarterly Refereed Open Access e-Journal 

82 

 

This man to rose to power by exploiting people’s vulnerabilities and inciting the archaic spark 
of “religious tension” to inflame this pernicious fire in which every “Indian” is burning today 
and if it continues then this is just the beginning of a horrifyingly horrible end. Thomas Huxsley 
once said, “skepticism is the highest of the duties; blind faith one unpardonable sin.” India has 
been doing this unpardonable sin for a decade now and it needs to understand that the path its 
following is slowly leading it to lose its independence which took years of servitude, sufferings 
and struggles to come. It needs to understand that its time we accept our sin and stand together 
to redeem it for history knows that slumber,  

gullibility and uncritical acceptance plunged us into two hundred years of slavery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


